Deserts: A Very Short Introduction explores the nature of deserts and the extent of their variety, climates, landscapes, wildlife, and human habitation. Typified by drought and extremes of temperature, deserts can be harsh and hostile; but many are also beautiful and, on occasion, teem with life. The uniqueness of deserts through an examination of their plants, animals, climatic conditions, scenery, resources, human occupants, and future potential are outlined. The beauty, biodiversity, and importance of deserts within a global context are highlighted and a case made for their preservation, protection, and further research. Vast, majestic, and often stunningly beautiful, glaciers lock up some 10 per cent of the world's fresh water. These great bodies of ice play an important part in the Earth system, carving landscapes and influencing climate on regional and hemispheric scales, as well as having a significant impact on global sea level. Glaciation: A Very Short Introduction offers an overview of glaciers and ice sheets as systems, considering the role of geomorphology and sedimentology in studying them, and their impacts on our planet in terms of erosional and depositional processes. Looking at our glaciers today, and their ongoing processes, it considers the extent to which we can use this knowledge in reconstructing and interpreting ancient glacial landscapes. Mountains cover one-quarter of the Earth's land surface and are home to about 12% of the global population. They are the sources of the world's major rivers, affect regional weather patterns, provide centres of biological and cultural diversity, hold deposits of minerals, and are major centres of tourism. Mountains: A Very Short Introduction outlines why mountains matter globally, addressing the impacts of climate change on hydrological and ecological systems. Considering the risks associated with the increasing frequency of extreme events and 'natural hazards' caused by climate change, it discusses the implications for both mountain societies and wider populations, and the need for greater cooperation in adapting to climate change. Rivers: A Very Short Introduction describes the impact of rivers on land, human history, animals, plants, and in works of art. It explores the cultural resonances of rivers with their own myths and romance. What roles have rivers played in human history? What is the human impact upon rivers? Rivers shape landscapes and provide people and animals with water, nourishing both town and country. The flow of rivers has enthused poets and painters, explorers and pilgrims. Rivers have acted as cradles for civilization and agents of disaster; a river may be a barrier or a highway, it can bear trade and sediment, culture, and conflict.
Glaciation

